POOR LAW (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 29 July 18675— -for, 



COPIES “ of all Correspondence that has passed for the last Six Months 
between the Guardians of the Trim Poor Law Union, or any Member 
of that Board, and the Poor Law Commissioners, on the Subject of 
the Powers vested in Relieving Officers to grant Provisional Relief 
outside the Workhouse, in the interim between one Meeting of the 
Board and another, to Able-bodied Men in cases of sudden and urgent 
Destitution 

«« Of the Minutes of the Proceedings and Resolutions of the aforesaid 
Board on the aforesaid subject within the period already specified:” 

“ And, of any Circulars issued by the Poor Law Commissioners on the 
Subject of Out-door Relief, and the Duties of Relieving Officers 
in Cases of Emergency 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin,\ BANKS Chief Clerk, 

5 August 1867. J 



(Mr. MacEvoy.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
21 August 1867. 
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COPIES of all Correspondence that has passed for the last Six Months 
between the Guardians of the Trim Poor Law Union, or any Member of 
that Board, and the Poor Law Commissioners, on the subject of the 
Powers rested in Relieving Officers to grant Provisional Relief outside 
the Workhouse, in the interim between one Meeting of the Board and 
another, to Able-bodied men in cases of sudden and urgent Destitution : 
Of the Minutes of the Proceedings and Resolutions of the aforesaid 
Board on the aforesaid subject within the period already specified : And, 
of any Circulars issued by the Poor Law Commissioners on the subject 
of Out-door Relief, and the Duties of Relieving Officers in Cases 
of Emergency. 



— I.— 

CORRESPONDENCE and Minutes of the Board of Guardians. 



— No. 



1 . 



(Trim Union— No. 7587/67-) 

Letter from John Rorhe, Esq. (E.v Officio Guardian of Trim Union), to 
the Commissioners. 



Johnstown House, Enfield, County Meath, 
gj r 18 March 1867- 

Being desirous as an cx cfficio Guardian of the poor in the Union of Trim, 
county Meath, to ascertain the powers and duties of relieving officers “ m 
cases of sudden and urgent necessity,” I presume I need offer no apology for 
requesting an answer at your convenience to the following question : 

Is a relieving officer empowered by Act of Parliament to grant within Ins 
district in the interval between a meeting and the next ordinary meeting of 
the Board of Guardians, out-door relief (in food) to a labourer whom he knows 
and admits to be an able-bodied man, and whose case he knows and admits to 
be a “ case of sudden and urgent necessity r” 



The Secretary of the Poor Law 
Commissioners of Ireland. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) John Rorhe. 



— No. 2. — 

(Trim Union— No. 7587/67-) 

Lei ter from the Commissioners to Mr. Rorhe. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

21 March 1867- 

The Commissioners for Administering the Law s for 
Ireland acknowledge out-door X (in 

.» — - —■ - s“ 

S8t. A " 
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necessity, in which application is made to him, whether the applicant be or be 
not able-bodied, to afford temporary relief in food, lodging, medicine or medical 
attendance, until the next ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians. 

If the legality of such expenditure in any particular case be questioned, it 
will be for the auditor to determine whether it was, in fact, a case of sudden 

and urgent necessity or not. „ , 

By Order, &c. 

To John Rorke, Esq., J. P., (signed) B. Banks, 

Johnstown House, Enfield, County Meath. Chief Clerk. 



— No. 3. — 

(Trim Union. — No. 11,139/67-) 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting 
held on Saturday the 20th day of April 1867- 

. Present : 

In the Chair: — S Winter, Esq. ; subsequently, R. Drake, Esq. 

Other Guardians:— Messrs. Edward MacEvoy, M. p., John Rorke, Thomas Aakin, 
Anthony Dunne, William Walsh. 

Proposed by Edward MacEvoy, m.p., and seconded by John Rorke ; 

“ That whereas the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners, bearing date 21st 
March 1867, addressed to John Rorke, Esq., J. p., Johnstown House, Enfield, 
and brought under the notice of this meeting, clearly and indisputably affirms 
the right of relieving officers to grant provisional relief in food to an able- 
bodied man, in every case of sudden and urgent necessity, until the next 
ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians ; and whereas the said right, through 
misapprehension of the law, has hitherto been ignored by guardians and 
relieving officers in this poor law union ; and whereas this Board of Guardians 
is desirous to prevent future misapprehension on a matter so deeply affecting 
the rights and interests of the able-bodied men when reduced to a state of 
sudden and urgent destitution, it is hereby resolved, “ That said letters be 
inserted on the Minutes for the information and guidance of the present and 
future guardians, the present and future relieving officers of this poor law 
union ; and that the clerk of this Board is hereby empowered and instructed to 
furnish, at his earliest convenience, all Guardians not present at this meeting, 
and all the relieving officers of this union with copies of said letter.’ ” 

Copy of Mr. Rorke' s Letter to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

18 March 1887. 

Being desirous as an ex officio Guardian of the poor in the Union of Trim, County 
Meath, to ascertain the powers and duties of relieving officers “ in cases of sudden and 
urgent necessity,” I presume I need offer no apology for requesting an answer at your 
convenience to the following question : 

Is a relieving officer empowered by Act of Parliament to grant within his district in the 
interval between a meeting and the next ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians, 
out-door relief (in food) to a labourer whom he knows and admits to be an able-bodied 
man, aud whose case he knows and admits to be a case of sudden and urgent necessity ? 

Poor Law Commissioners Reply to Mr. Rorke, No. 7587/67. 

21 March 1867. 

Acknowledging receipt of letter of the 18th instant, inquiring whether a relieving 
officer is empowered to afford provisional out-door relief (in food) to a labourer, an able- 
bodied man whose case he knows to be one of sudden and urgent necessity ; and in reply 
the Commissioners desire to state that a relieving officer is empowered in all cases of 
sudden and urgent necessity, in which application is made, to him, whether the applicant 
be, or be not, able-bodied, to afford temporary relief in food, lodging, medicines, or medical 
attendance, until the next ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians. 

If the legality of such expenditure in any particular case be questioned, it will be for 
the auditor to determine whether it was in fact a case of sudden and urgent necessity. 

Moved 
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Moved as an amendment by Mr. Thomas Askin, and seconded by Mr. 
William Walsh : 

“ That previously to putting Mr. MacEvoy’s resolution into force, the Poor 
Law Commissioners be requested to explain why the opinion expressed in their 
letter to Mr. Rorke is quite opposed to the information at the foot of the 
relieving officers’ out-door relief list ; and also to give their opinion generally 
with reference to guardians’ duties and relieving officers’ powers to afford such 
relief according to law.” 



— No. 4. — 

(Trim Union. — No. 11,139/67). 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 26 April 1867- 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had before them the resolution contained in Minutes of Pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Guardians of Trim Union on the 20th instant, 
requesting to be furnished with an explanation in reference to an alleged dis- 
crepancy between the opinion expressed in their recent letter to Mr. Rorke, a 
member of the Board, on the subject of affording provisional out-door relief, in 
sudden and urgent cases, to able-bodied men, and the note at foot of the 
relieving officers’ out-door relief lists ; and also with the Commissioners’ opinion 
generally, in reference to the guardians’ duties and the relieving officers’ powers 
to afford such relief. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to state that there is no dis- 
crepancy between their letter referred to, and the note at foot of the out-door 
relief list. The latter refers to the granting of relief to the able-bodied by 
the Boai’d of Guardians, under the 2nd section of the Act 10 Viet. c. 31, 
whereas the Commissioners’ letter refers to the affording of provisional relief 
by the relieving officer in sudden and urgent cases of necessity, in pursuance of 
the authority conferred on him by the 7th section of the Act, a copy whereof is 
herewith transmitted for the guardians’ information. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) W. D. fVodsworth, 

To the Clerk, Trim Union. for Chief Clerk. 



— No. 5. — 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

[Copy 7th Section of the Act 10 Viet. c. 31.] 

“ And be it enacted, that every relieving officer so appointed as aforesaid 
shall have power to give provisional relief in any case of sudden and urgent 
necessity, either by an order of admission to the workhouse or Fever Hospital 
of the union, provided there be room therein respectively, and by conveying 
any destitute poor person thereto, if necessary ; or by affording such poor person 
immediate and temporary relief in food, lodging, medicine, or medical atten- 
dance until the next ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians, at which 
meeting he shall report the ease and the nature and cost of the relief so 
afforded in such form and manner as the Poor Law Commissioners shall 
prescribe, and after such report, shall give no further relief otherwise than by 
direction of the Board of Guardians in the case so reported ; and the guardians 
of the union shall furnish the relieving officers with the necessary funds for 
affording relief in manner aforesaid, and for the relief of those destitute pool 
persons to whom relief shall be granted by the Board of Guardians at such 
times, and in such manner, as the Poor Law Commissioners shall determine 
and direct." 



581. 
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— No. G. — 

(Trim Union.— No. 11,745/67-) 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a 
Meeting held on Saturday the 27th day of April 1867. 

Present : 

In the Chair: — S amuel Winter, Esq.; subsequently, Richard Keeffe, Esq. 

Other Guardians : — Messrs. Richard Keeffe, Patrick MacCann, Edward MacEvoy, M.P., 
Patrick Giles, Patrick Gogarty, Thomas Kennedy, Edward Gerrard, Patrick 
Gannon, Anthony Dunne, Richard Drake. 

Read, letter from Poor Law Commissioners, No. 11,139/67, dated 26th 
April 1867, stating that they hare had before them the resolution in Minutes 
of Proceedings of the Guardians on the 20th instant, requesting to be furnished 
with an explanation in reference to an alleged discrepancy between the opinion 
expressed in their recent letter to Mr. Rorke, a member of the Board, on the 
subject of affording out-door relief in sudden and urgent cases to able-bodied 
men, and the note at foot of relieving officers’ out-door relief lists, and also 
with the Commissioners’ opinion generally in reference to the Guardians’ duties 
and the relieving officers’ powers to afford such relief. 

in reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to state that there is no 
discrepancy between their letter referred to, and the note at foot of the out- 
door relief list, the letter referred to granting of relief to able-bodied by the 
Board of Guardians, under the 2nd section of the Act 10 Viet. c. 31, whereas 
the Commissioners’ Letter refers to the affording of provisional relief by the 
relieving officer in sudden and urgent cases of necessity, in pursuance of the 
authority conferred on him by the 7th section of the Act, a copy whereof is 
herewith transmitted for the guardians’ information. 

Copy 7th Section referred to. 

“ And be it enacted, that every relieving officer so appointed as aforesaid 
shall have power to give provisional relief in any case of sudden and urgent 
necessity, either by an order of admission to the workhouse or Fever Hospital 
of the union, provided there, be room therein, respectively, and by conveying 
any destitute poor person thereto, if necessary, or by affording such poor person 
immediate and temporary relief in food, lodging, medicine, or medical atten- 
dance, until the next ordinary meeting of the" Board of Guardians, at which 
meeting he shall report the case, and the nature and the cost of the relief so 
afforded in such form and manner as the Poor Law Commissioners shall 
prescribe, and after such report shall give no further relief otherwise than by 
directions of the Board of Guardians in the case so reported ; and the guar- 
dians of the union shall furnish the relieving officers with the necessary funds 
for affording relief in the manner aforesaid, and for the relief of those destitute 
poor persons to vvhom relief shall he granted by the Board of Guardians at 
such times, and in such manner, as the Poor Law Commissioners shall determine 
and direct.” 

Moved by Edward MacEvoy, and seconded by Richard Keeffe : 

“ That the above letter and copy 7th section be inserted on the minutes 
for the future guidance of the guardians and the relieving officers of the 
union.” 



— No. 7- — 

(Trim Union— No. 12,3 99/67). 

Letter from Samuel Whiter , Esq., Chairman of the Board of Guardians of 
'Prim Union to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Agber, via Kells, 7 May 1867- 

In consequence of certain proceedings which took place at the Board of 
Guardians of the Trim Union, at their weekly meeting on the 20th April last, 

A when 
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when a copy of a letter addred to the Poor Law Commissioners by Mr. Rorke, 
an ex officio member of this Board, was laid before the Guardians, and made 
the foundation of a resolution brought forward at same meeting by Mr. MacEvoy, 

I trust 1 shall not be considered intrusive in now writing to the Commissioners, 
and stating- fully the difficulties in which, after much consideration, it appears 
to me we are involved by this proceeding, and also asking for information as to 
how the Board of Guardians and tnyself as chairman, should act under the 
circumstances. Mr. Rorke’s letter dated 18th March, with your answer dated 
20th March, were brought before our Board suddenly, and without notice, 
which I believe was not necessary. In bringing forward the matter, Mr. Rorke 
stated that his rea-on for writing the letter was, that in the beginning of March, 
in consequence of the unusual severity of the weather, a large number of 
labourers in the village of Enfield and adjoining districts were suddenly thrown 
out of employment. It was not merely an isolated case of emergency that 
caused him to write. ; he did not state that all these persons were dependent on 
their weekly wages for support, but 1 take it for granted that such was the 
case. These persons were all directed to apply to the relieving officer for out- 
door relief. He refused, and told them that he had no authority to give it ; 
however, lie states that he informed them he was ready to give them tickets 
for immediate admittance to the workhouse, and also as Enfield is at a consider- 
able distance from it, that lie would provide conveyances to take them there. 
They refused this, and then Mr. Rorke wrote his letter. In the meantime, 
subscriptions were raised among the residents in the district, and in point of 
fact all these persons received relief while the emergency lasted. I believe 
1 have stated the facts correctly which were before us when Mr. MacEvoy 
brought forward the resolution which you have in the minutes of our Board of 
the 20th April. This resolution, you will perceive, involves a severe censure 
upon the Board of Guardians and upon me as Chairman, that for many years 
past, through our misapprehension of the law, the rights of the able bodied 
destitute poor have been ignored. There were hut few Guardians present at 
the time, and I confess at the moment I was quite puzzled how to act ; 
however, an amendment was proposed, as I advised, to postpone putting the 
resolution into force, until we could obtain the opinion of the Commissioners 
as to the difference existing between their letter to Mr. Rorke and the note at 
foot of the relief list, and also to ask their opinion and advice as to the duties 
of the Guardians and power of the relieving officers to afford such relict 
according to law. This amendment is also before you in our minutes. On 
Saturday the 27tli of April your letter of the 26th was laid before us, stating 
that there was no discrepancy between your letter to Mr. Rorke and tile note 
at foot of the out-door relief list, giving no answer to our request for advice 
to o-uide us on the subject generally, but merely sending a copy of the 
7th section of the Act 10 Viet. c. 31, with which of course we were well 
accuainted already. In consequence of your reply, Mr. MacEvoy n esolutiou 
now stands on our minutes as the act of our Board. Since then I have caie- 
fully studied the 7th section of J 0 Viet., to which you have referred us and 
also the 1st and 2nd sections of same, and I cannot understand that we have 
hitherto acted under any “ misapprehension ’ of the meaning of those sections 
The 1st section states the different classes that may be relieved™ o. out of the 
workhouse at the discretion of Guardians, and all others to be relieved only in 
the workhouse ; the 7th section then gives power to the relieving offices to 
give provisional relief in cases of sudden and urgent necessity. We have 
f ways considered that the relieving officers were not allowed to give any 
provisionZelief, whether in or out of the workhouse, un ess under circum- 
stances of extreme necessity and danger from any delay. In al other cases 
there duty is to lay the application, and if possible, send the applicants before 
t e Board at their weekly meeting, when' the Guardians are empowered, under 
Section 1 to relieve the infirm and sick adult males, and all those dependent 
on them either in or out of the workhouse at to tomtom. Tne able- 
bodied males drey are only allowed to reneve out of the house by Sectum* 
under a sealed order of the Commissioners. We have hitherto considered 
that the relieving officers, in oases of emergency, were only taking the 
place of the Guardians, to avoid delay, and were only to give provisional 
relief in the same manner, and to the same classes, as the Guardians 
could. This appears to me clearly to be. meant in the geneial 
sSi, 
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the Commissioners to the relieving officers of the 2nd August 184/, Article / ' 
section 4, directing them in such cases to afford provisional relief in 
the manner provided by law, that is, to give in or out-door relief in cases 
where the Guardians can do so; in those cases where the Guardians cannot 
give out-door relief, they cannot either. That this is the correct construc- 
tion of the law appears also to me from the out-door relief list ; in 
this there are three columns for entering the adult males; No. 1, for adult 
males permanently disabled ; No. 4, adult males relieved on account of their 
own sickness, or accident, and column 18, adult males relieved on account of 
want of work. Adult males, able-bodied, suddenly put out of employment ; 
such exactly were Mr. liorke’s applicants, and are the persons intended to be 
relieved by Mr. MacEvoy’s resolution; these, it appears to me, cannot be 
entered either in column 1 or 4 ; to do so would be a fraud on the guardians, 
the auditor, and the ratepayers at large ; they must be entered, if anywhere, 
under column 18, which in the note is expressly directed not to be done unless 
when there is an order under seal to allow it. This is the discrepancy which 
struck me, and which you have told us does not exist. This, also, appears still 
more clearly in the abstract of all the persons relieved during the half year ended 
the 29th September last, now lying before me. In this, too, there is but one 
column, where such persons can be entered, namely, 25, “ Adult males relieved 
on account of want of work.” This column appears blank in abstract, in 
accordance with the printed instruction at foot of it. Should there be anv such 
cases entered in any other column, I again say it is a fraud. We also* asked 
for information as to how we were to proceed when these cases of provisional 
relief came before us at our weekly meeting of the guardians. Hitherto I have 
been very particular in inquiring into all cases of provisional relief, whether 
indoor or outdoor, having the necessity of each proved, seeing they were. pro- 
perly entered, and then signing my initials to authorise them on the part of the 
guardians. By the last sentence of your letter to Mr. Rorke, it would appear 
that the guardians are not to interfere at all in the matter, that it is for the 
auditor alone to decide upon the necessity and legality of such relief. Also if, 
at our weekly meeting on Saturday, the relieving officer informs us that not- 
withstanding his provisional relief for the past week, the emergency on account 
of which he granted it, namely destitution from want of work still continues, 
what are we to do ? Can we, or can we not, grant out-door relief to these 
able-bodied persons? Or is it only the relieving officer who has the power of 
doing what the guardians cannot ? If we cannot act is he to be authorized, on 
those persons applying to him on the following Monday, the same emergency 
continuing, to allow them another week’s relief? For all these reasons I feel quite 
at a lops to know how we are to go on for the future. I quite understand what 
is the intention of this resolution, but I do not yet exactly understand what it 
is you have sanctioned, or what is the change we are required to make in the 
- proceedings we have hitherto adopted with respect to out-door relief to able- 
bodied male adults. This resolution appears to me to have been brought 
forward to have been adopted by the few guardians present, and to have been 
sanctioned by the Commissioners without sufficient consideration. We have 
been for many years in this Union giving out-door relief to a large extent, while 
many of the neighbouring unions do not give any or next to none, yet our 
rates have not, I believe, as yet at all exceeded theirs. I have always endea- 
voured, to the best of my ability, to prevent abuses creeping in; in so doing I 
have always been supported by the body of the guardians at large with great 
intelligence, honesty, and discretion. I believe all the present relieving officers 
discharge their duties judiciously and faithfully, and feel confident that the 
cases in which mistakes may have occurred are not many, that, on the whole, 
the out-door relief has been carried on in a satisfactory manner ; no complaints 
have been made of our misapprehension of our duties until now. I fear if this 
resolution is carried out to the full extent contemplated that it will make a 
great change. I fear it .will tend to cause a considerable increase of the burdens 
on the ratepayers, that it will tend to pauperise the labouring population by 
causing many of them to rely more on the relief than to seek for employment. 

1 his resolution may also cause many employers to consider it better to discharge 
their labourers when they have no urgent work to be done, when they know 
they will be supported as destitute when suddenly thrown out of work ; many 
of them, particularly those with wives and a large family, frequently would 

receive 
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receive more than they would by their weekly wages; whereas, hitherto, 
employers in general consider it better to continue on their labourers although 
they might not at the moment require them, some from benevolent feeling, 
others from personal interest, fearing that if they occasionally put them out of 
work, they might not be able to obtain them again when they most required them. 
It would thus tend to diminish the amount of employment given, which is the 
most satisfactory and patriotic mode of supporting the labouring poor of any 
country, and of training them to habits of industry and self-respect. I must 
apologise for trespassing at such length, but as the matter seems to me very 
important, and I have been in a certain degree censured, I could not do other- 
wise than enter fully into it. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Samuel Winter, 
Ex-officio Member, and Chairman of the 
The Poor Law Commissioners. Board of Guardians of Trim Union- 



— No. 8. — 



(Trim Union. — No. 12,399/07-) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Winter. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 16 May 1867- 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, relating to 
the correspondence which they have recently had with Mr. Rorke, a member 
of the Board of Guardians of Trim Union, as also with the Board of Guardians, 
on the subject of the powers and duties of relieving officers, under the 7th 
section of the Act 10 Viet. c. 31. _ 

In reply, the Commissioners desire to express their regret that the Board of 
Guardians of Trim Union should, for so long a period have laboured under so 
serious a misapprehension as to the powers of the relieving officers of the union 
under the section referred to, as to suppose that they are limited to the affording 
relief to the classes specified in the first section, unless an order under the 
second section be in force, authorizing the Guardians, to afford out-door relief 
to persons other than those referred to in the first.sectiun. 

Such a view is quite at variance with the provisions of the seventh section, 
which empower a relieving officer to give provisional relief either in or out of 
a workhouse, as may be necessary in any case of sudden and urgent necessity, 
and to the opinion of Mr. Henn, q c., on the subject. . In reply to a query 
put to him by the Commissioners shortly after the passing of the Act, as to 
whether the relieving officer’s power to relieve provisionally out of the work- 
house is limited in the same manner as that of the Guardians, Mr. Henn. gave 
the following opinion ;• “ The seventh section, I think,, gives the relieving 
officer authority in any case of sudden and urgent necessity, to give re hef to 
any destitute poor person of any class by ordering his or her admission to the 
workhouse if there be room, or he may afford temporary relief to any such poor 
person in manner there specified; under that section, I think he has power to 
give temporary relief out of the workhouse to any poor person whom he ha, 
authority to remove into the workhouse, when there, is room, and that Ins 
power is not limited to the classes described in Section 1, m unions where 
no orders of the Commissioners are in force under the second section of 

A< The fourth paragraph of Article 7 of the Commissioner .General ^ Order of 
the 2nd August 1847, and the 4th paragraph of Article 51 of the Genera 
Order of the 19th January 1852, by which the former order is snperseded do 
not conflict with this view of the relieving officers power, m direntiug that 
provisional relief is to be afforded by him “in the manner provided by law , 
they simply mean that the relief is to be of the nature and description l ^erafied 
in the seventh section of the Act, and not that it is to be given only m cases 
in which the Board of Guardians are empowered to grant it; nwmttte 
58k 13 
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circumstance of there not being a column set apart in the out-door relief list 
for cases in which provisional relief is afforded, be held to interfere with, or 
limit in any way the legal powers of the relieving officer to give such relief. 

The Guardians are quite right in inquiring into all cases in which the 
relieving officer’s powers, under the 7th section, are exercised; they have, 
however, no power to disallow the relief, but should they see any reason to 
apprehend that the relieving officer has abused his power, and given relief to 
persons whose cases do not properly come within the designation of “ sudden 
and urgent necessity,” the proper course for them to adopt is to bring the 
matter under the notice of the auditor of the union accounts, whose duty it 
would be to inquire into the circumstances, and, in the event of his being of 
opinion that the case was not one of sudden and urgent necessity, to disallow 
the cost of the relief, and surcharge the relieving officer with the amount. The 
particulars of these cases can at any time be ascertained by reference to the 
relieving officer’s application and report book, which he is bound to lay before 
the Guardians at each ordinary meeting ; and the number of persons so relieved 
are set forth in a separate column provided for the purpose in the half-yearly 
abstract (Form 4 A) of the accounts of the Union. 

With regard to your inquiry as to what the Board of Guardians are to do in 
cases where the destitution of the able-bodied, from want of work, continues, 
notwithstanding the provisional relief which they have received; whether they can 
grant out-door relief to those persons, or is it only the relieving officer who has 
that power; and whether, in case the Guardians cannot act, is the relieving 
officer authorised, on those persons applying to him on the following Monday, 
the same emergency continuing, to allow them another week’s relief ; the Com- 
missioners desire me to state that if a new application be made to the relieving 
officer subsequent to the meeting of the Guardians at which the case is first 
reported, he is bound to receive the application and enter it afresh in his appli- 
cation and report book, and should he find, on inquiry, which it is his duty to, 
make into the circumstances, that the case is one of sudden and urgent neces- 
sity he is empowered to again afford provisional relief until the next ordinary 
meeting of the Board in the manner specified in the 7th section, notwithstand- 
ing that the Board of Guardians are prohibited by law from affording relief 
to such persons except in the workhouse, in the absence of an order, under 
the 2nd section of the Extension Act. 

As regards the fears expressed by you of the demoralising effect upon the 
labouring population of the Trim Union of carrying out the inteutions of the 
Legislature in conferring upon the relieving officers the power of affording 
provisional relief in the cases referred to, and the diminution of employment 
to which it would lead, the Commissioners desire to observe that experience of 
the operations of the 7th section of the Act in other unions in Ireland does 
not justify those apprehensions, and that by the exercise on the part of the 
relieving officers of judgment and firmness in the discharge of their duties, the 
evil consequences predicted are not likely to occur. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

(signed) B. Banks , Chief Clerk. 

To Samuel Winter, Esq., d.l., 

Chairman of the Board of Guardians, 

Trim Union, Agher, Summer Hill. 



— No. 9. — 

(Trim Union,— No. 14,247/67.) 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting 
held on Saturday, the 25th day of May 1867. 

present : 

In the Chair : — J nq. Rorke, Esq. 

Other Guardians : — Messrs. Anthony Dunne, Patrick Giles, John Smart, Richard 
Drake. 

Read letter from Samuel Winter, Esq., Agher House, Summer Hill, to 
presiding chairman, dated 23rd May 1867: — “The Poor Law authorities, as I 
presume you are aware, have given their decision that our Board of Guardians 

have 
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have for many years past laboured under a very serious misapprehension of 
their duty, ancl have failed to carry out the intention of the Legislature with 
respect to out-door relief of the able-bodied ; they have in consequence sanc- 
tioned and required some important changes to be made from our mode of pro- 
ceeding hitherto. As I am unable to perceive that these changes are called for 
or necessary ; as I feel still obliged to believe that we have carried out the law 
in accordance both with its letter and spirit, in a generous aud humane, although 
prudent and safe, manner ; as I fear that these changes may introduce great 
abuses, and may prove highly injurious to the true interests of all classes of 
persons in this Union, 1 cannot continue to act as an apparently responsible 
organ for carrying them out. I therefore resign the office of Chairman of 
the Board of Guardians of the Trim Union, and request you to be good enough 
to lay this my resignation before the Board at their meeting on the 25th instant. 
In now retiring I must return my most sincere thanks, and express my heart- 
felt gratitude to all the guardians for the constant kindness and friendly co- 
operation which they have always afforded to me during the many years I have 
had the honour of acting as their chairman. 

« I hope the guardians will, without any delay, appoint a day for electing an- 
other chairman to carry on the business of the Union.” 

The above letter being read, the following Resolution was moved by Mr. A. 
Dunne, and seconded by Mr. Smart, and the clerk ordered to forward a copy of 
it to Mr. Winter : — 

Resolved , — That the Board lias received with deep regret the letter of their 
respected chairman, Samuel Winter, Esq., resigning the chairmanship of the 
Board of Guardians, in consequence of the Commissioners for Administering the 
Laws for the Relief of the Poor, stating that this Board has failed to carry 
out the intention of the Legislature with respect to out-door relief to the 
able-bodied. 

That this Board has always acted liberally in the quantity of out-door relief 
to the destitute, and was always fully aware of the duties imposed by the law on 
the relieving officers in relieving cases of sudden and urgent distress to the 
able-bodied. 

That this Board request our chairman to withdraw Ins resignation and resume 
the presidency of this Board, which he has filled so impartially, and with so 
much ability, for the last 16 years. 



. — No. 10. — 

' (Trim Union. — No. 14,247/6?.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
§j Vj 31 May 1867. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, perceive, from minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians ot irim 
Union, on the 25th instant, that a communication was received from Mr. bamuel 
Winter, tendering his resignation of the office of chairman of the Board, in con- 
sequence, as he states, of the Commissioners, having required some impor an 
changes to be made in the mode of administering out-door relief in the union. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to state that as it does not 
appear from their copy of the guardians’ minutes that the cnairman has laid 
before the guardians the correspondence which has recently taken p ace e ween 
him and the Commissioners on the subject of the relieving officer s . powers 
under the 7th section of the Act 10 Viet. cap. 31; and as the Commissioneis 
think it desirable that the guardians should be made acquainted with that cor- 
respondence, a copy of it is herewith transmitted for their informa ion. 

By Order, &c, 

(signed) B. Banks , 

To the Clerk, Trim Union. Chief Clerk. 

* See Nos. 7 and 8. 
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- No. 11. — 

(Trim Union. — No. 14,883/67.) 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting 
held on Saturday, the 1st day of June 1867- 

Present : 

In the Chair : — A braham Colles, Esq. 

Other Guardians : — Messrs. Bernard Fitzpatrick, Patrick Gogarty, and Patrick M £ Cann. 

Read letter from Samuel Winter, Esq., to the presiding Chairman : — 

“ 1 June 1867. 

“ I have received a copy of the resolutions passed at the meeting of the guar- 
dians held on the 25th May, and am very grateful for the kind expression of this 
feeling towards me, and for the wish that I should continue to act as their chair- 
man, with which I much regret that it is not in my power to comply. I did not 
resign without anxious consideration ; and, under all the circumslances, I think 
it is better that 1 should now retire. If matters had continued to go on in the 
same quiet and unanimous way in which they have hitherto, perhaps 1 should 
have been able to hold on at my post for a few years longer; but at my time of 
life, I do not feel equal to undertake the task, when I perceive that there is likely 
to arise considerable difference of opinion. I should not wish to appear to 
dictate to any section of tlie guardians, nor to enter on a lasting contest with the 
Commissioners ; but, at the same time, 1 cannot altogether give up my own 
opinion. I have been always under the impression that one of our chief 
duties was to exercise great watchfulness and careful supervision of out-door 
relief to the able-bodied, which is well known to have been often 
greatly abused elsewhere, whereas such duty appears to be now entirely 
taken out of our hands. If I understand rightly, the relieving officers are 
now enjoined to give out-door relief to all able-bodied persons when- 
ever they may he out of employment; they have been reprimanded for not 
having in all cases done so ; it is called provisional relief, but has been in fact 
made permanent, as we are told it may be renewed from week to week ; the 
guardians cannot at all interfere, and are to have no check or control over this ; 
the whole matter is to be left for the auditor’s decision at the close of the half 
year. I therefore see no reason why he should pass two or three hours every 
week in the board room, merely to go through certain formalities. The work- 
house system we have been always told was intended principally as a test to pre- 
vent abuses arising from indiscriminate out- door relief ; but if this test is to be 
done away with, it would be much better to shut up the house altogether, dis- 
charge the officers, and put an end to all establishment charges, to allow the 
guardians to stay at home, and have the whole business carried on by the reliev- 
ing officers and the auditor. I shall not take up the time of the guardians by 
going further into the subject; but I was anxious to give some reasons why I 
felt unable to comply with their request, although so flattering to myself. 
Should it, however, appear hereafter that I could be of any use by attending 
occasionally as a guardian, it will give me much pleasure to do so. I shall 
thank you to read this letter to the guardians, with my sincere thanks to ) ou 
and them for their continued friendly disposition towards me.” 

The Clerk was ordered to summon a general meeting of the Board of Guar- 
dians for the consideration of the above letter. Meeting to be held on the 18th 
instant. 
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— No. 12. — 

(Trim Union — No. 15,431/67.) 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting 
held on Saturday, the 8th day of June 1867. 

Present : 

In the Chair James Delany, Esq. 

Other Guardians: — Messrs. John Smartt, Richard Drake, John Wiley. 

Read letter from James Delany, Esq., Deputy Vice-Chairman to the Board of 
Guardians. 

“ 8 June 1867. 

“ Concurring most fully in the views expressed in Mr. Winter’s resignation, 
and believing under the 5th paragraph of Article 7, General Order of the 
2nd August, °1 847, that it is the duty of relieving officers to report at the next 
meeting" of guardians all cases of provisional relief, &c., and to take the direc- 
tions of the Board of Guardians as to any further relief to be afforded, &c., I 
could not continue to hold an office longer, while my views and those of the 
Poor Law Commissioners are at variance on such an important matter as out 
relief. I am satisfied the out relief has been dispensed liberally and accord- 
ing to law ; and I am further satisfied that in every particular the Board of 
Guardians have acknowledged and acted in strict conformity -with the opinion of 
Mr. Henn and other legal authorities. But I have yet to learn that the views 
expressed by the Poor Law Commissioners, in their letter of the 16th May, was 
in accordance with the opinion transmitted by themselves. Thanking the Board, 
individually arid collectively, for the support uniformly afforded to me during 
the many years I have acted as one of their chairmen. 

I would, therefore, thank you to take steps to supply the vacancy my resigna- 
tion, as deputy vice-chairman, will create.” 



— No. 13. — 



(Trim Union. — No. 16,063/67.) 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians at a Meeting 
held on Saturday, the 15th day of June 1867- 

Present : 

In the Chair:— Wieliam Hopkins, Esq. 

Other Guardians : — Messrs. Patrick JileB, John Wiley, Anthony Dunne, Patrick 
Goo-arty Patrick M‘Cann, Thomas Askim, R. F. Rynd, Francis Kiernan James 
Rodney, Edward Gerrard, Thomas Kennedy, Andrew Dingenan, John Smartt, 
James Delany, Patrick Gannon, Nicholas Smith. 

William O’Brien, Poor Law Inspector. 

Moved by Mr. R. F. Rynd, and seconded by Mr. Thomas Askms : 

“ That Messrs. Winter and Delany be requested to reconsider their resignation 
as chairman and deputy vice-chairman of this Board of Guardians, w ic 
offices they filled for so long a period with so much benefit to the Union, and 
that a petition signed by every member of this present Board be forwarded 
them, requesting their resumption of office. 

Carried unanimously. 

Copy Petition. 

We the undersigned guardians of the poor of the Trim Poor Law Union 
request that you will take your resignation into further consideration, and 
resume your offices as chairman and deputy vice-chairman of this Board of 

G JWB.— Signed by all the guardians present at the Board meeting. 
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— No. 14. — 

(Trim Union.— No. 16,690/67.) 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting 
held on Saturday, the 22nd day of June 1867. 



Present : 

In the Chair : — Anthony Dunne, Esq. ; subsequently, A. Colles, Esq. 

Other Guardians: — Messrs. James Rooney, Thomas Kennedy, Richard Drake. 

Read letter from James Delany, Esq,, to the Board of Guardians (21 June 
1867), stating, in reply to the resolution of the Board of Guardians of the 15th 
instant, that, in accordance with the wish there expressed, he would continue 
to act as deputy vice-chairman of the Union. 

Read letter from Samuel Winter, Esq., to the presiding Chairman of the 
Board of Guardians, on the 22nd June 1867 : 

“21 June 1867- 

“ I have received a dopy of the resolution passed unanimously at the meeting 
of the 15th instant, requesting me to resume the office of their chairman. I 
must regret that I am still unable to comply with their wish. I explained my 
reasons so fully in a former letter to the Board, that it is unnecessary for me to 
repeat them; the circumstances which caused ray resignation continue un- 
changed. The resolution of the 20th April, censuring the Board of Guardians 
for their course of proceeding hitherto ; the letters of the Commissioners re- 
peating this censure in more explicit terms, aud stating the supposed intention 
of the Legislature, which we are said to have ignored, remain of the minutes 
for the guidance of the chairman and Board. As I do not admit the censure 
was called for, and as I cannot understand the construction that has been given 
to the law, I must decline to be guided by either the resolution or letters, 
which, taken together, would make the chairman merely an honorary official, 
and take up a good deal of his time without any benefit to the public. I may 
he much mistaken in these opinions, but 1 am, while holding them, disqualified 
to fill the office the guardians so kindly wish me to undertake. I enclose here- 
with a copy of my letter to the Commissioners and their answer, which perhaps 
some of the guardians might like to see; there were but few present the day I 
produced them at the Board; they will more fully explain the whole matter, and 
show the views of the Commissioners. I did not think it necessary they should be 
put on the minutes, not having emanated from, nor being addressed to, the Board.*' 



— ii.— 



CIRCULARS on the Subject of Out-door Relief, aud the Duties of Relieving 
Officers in Cases of Emergency. 



— No. 1. — 

To each Relieving Officer. 

Poor Law Commission, Dublin, 

Sir, 10 November 1847. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, enclose for your use a copy of their General Order of the 2nd August 
1847, for regulating the administration of relief under the Acts now in force for 
the relief of the destitute poor in Ireland. 

Article VII. of that order, prescribes the “ Duties of Relieving Officers and 
to this article the Commissioners call your especial attention. It is satisfactory 
to the Commissioners that t you should thus receive directly from themselves an 

official 
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official intimation of the duties which you will he expected to discharge ; and 
they earnestly impress upon you the necessity of conforming yourself, in every 
particular, to the regulations which have been framed for your guidance and 
control. 

The serious responsibilities of the office which you have undertaken should 
alone suffice to convince you of the prudence as well as propriety of your ad- 
hering closely to the rules prescribed ; for by so doing, and not otherwise, 
will your conduct escape censure on any occasion on which it may appear that 
the benevolent purposes of the Irish Relief Acts have in any respect failed of their 
accomplishment. 

For example : should the funds necessary for the out-door relief of the poor 
not be provided, this is no reason why you should relax in the performance of 
such of your duties as you can, under the circumstances mentioned, perform. On 
the contrary, it will be your interest, as well as your duty, to use increased vigilance 
and exertion, lest, on inquiry being made into the causes of mismanagement, any 
part thereof should be traced to your want of attention to your duties. You should, 
in such a case, not fail to receive applications for relief at the times and places 
appointed by the guardians, inquire into the circumstances of the applicants, 
record the facts of each case in the books provided for that purpose, and bring 
the whole under the cognizance of the Board of Guardians, whose duty it is to 
order or refuse relief, and to supply you with the necessary funds for dispensing 
relief. By such a course you will not only avoid censure, but will have done 
everything within your province to remedy the defect of funds, by showing, in the 
proper quarter, the necessity which may exist for providing them. 

The Commissioners now call your especial attention to a most important sec- 
tion of the Statute under which your appointment has been made ; and in order 
to insure your acquaintance with the exact terms of that provision, they proceed 
to quote it from the Statute word for word. 

It runs as follows: — 

' “Sect. VII. And be it enacted, That every relieving officer so appointed as 
aforesaid, shall have power to give provisional relief in any case of sudden and 
urgent necessity, either by an order of admission to the workhouse or fever 
hospital of the union, provided there be room therein respectively, and by con- 
veying any destitute poor person thereto if necessary, or by affording such poor 
person immediate and temporary relief in food, lodging .medicine, or medica 
attendance, until the next ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians, at which 
meeting he shall report the case, and the nature and cost of the relief so 
afforded, in such form and manner as the Poor Law Gonimissioiieis shall pie- 
scribe, and after such report shall give no further relief otherwise than by direc- 
tion of the Board of Guardians in the case so reported ; and the guardians of the 
union shall furnish the relieving officers with the necessary funds for affoiding 
relief in manner aforesaid, and for the relief of those destitute poor persons to 
whom relief shall be granted by the Board of Guardians, at such tunes and in 
such manner as the Poor Law Commissioners shall determine and direct. 

On a judicious exercise of your powers under this section will ttependm a 
great measure the success of your proceedings. It was not intended that you 
fhould, in the exercise of this power, undertake, on your own r«p. onsffi'hty ,mt 
extensive system of relief without direction or control on the part of theBoard 
of Guardians Should you do so, and should you thereby fall into a system of 
iTscrimlnately relieving' all applicants, you will be adopting an ~ cou^ 
which will expose you to overwhelming claims to much consequent embarrass 
ment and m-obably to ultimate confusion and failure. „ . 

On the other hand, you ought, from a sense of humanity as well as official 
responsibility To be eidly accessible, and keenly alive to the existence of actual suf- 

of your conduct. The 
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The Commissioners doubt not that you will appreciate the full difficulty and 
delicacy of the functions which you have to discharge, and they trust by the 
exercise of humanity, judgment, impartiality, and vigilant attention to your duty, 
the administration of relief will be properly conducted in your district, so far as 
your office is concerned, and that neither imposture will be successfully practised 
by the applicants for relief, nor that the really destitute will fail to receive the 
relief which has been provided for them by law. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley , 

Secretary. 



— No. 2. — 

Relieving Officers’ Duties. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 14 November 1848. 

The Commissioners deem it desirable at this season of the year, again to call 
the special attention of Boards of Guardians and their relieving officers to the 
powers and responsibilities of the relieving officers, under the 7th section of the 
Irish Relief Extension Act, and with this view they enclose a number of copies 
of their circular letter of the 10th November 1847, on this subject, and of the 
General Order therein referred to ; and they request that one copy of the circular 
and order may be given to each relieving officer in your union. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

Arthur Moore , for Secretary. 

To the Clerk of each Union. 



— No. 3. — 

Law of Relief. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 1*5 June 1863. 

Referring to the circular letter of the 14th August last, accompanying a 
copy of the Poor Law Amendment Act of last Session, and drawing attention to 
the various changes made in the law by that Act, the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland desire to state that, not- 
withstanding the explanations then afforded, misapprehension and uncertainty as 
to the actual state of the law of relief have been shown to exist on the part of 
individual guardians, and even, in some instances, on the part of Boards of 
Guardians. 

The Commissioners think it may be useful, therefore, to place before the 
guardians of unions, at one view, the several provisions of the law in this respect, 
the powers which the guardians have in relation to in-door and out-door relief, 
respectively, and the discretion they possess in particular classes of cases. 

The only ground on which relief can legally be afforded, either in or out of the 
workhouse, except in cases requiring medical treatment in hospital, is destitu- 
tion ; and the guardians are required by the 1st section of 10 Viet. c. 31, to 
make provision for the due relief (either in or out of the workhouse, as they shall 
think fit in each individual case), of all destitute poor persons of the following 
classes : — 

1 . Persons permanently disabled from labour by reason of old age, infirmity, 
or bodily or mental defect ; 

2. Persons disabled from labour by reason of severe sickness or serious 
accident ; 

3. Widows having two or more legitimate children dependent upon them. 

The 
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The same section requires the guardians to take order for relieving and setting 
to work in the workhouse such other persons, not included in any of the three 
classes above defined, as they shall deem to be destitute; but 'by the 10th 
section of the same Act, called the Quarter Acre section, it was declared that no 
person iu the occupation of more than the quarter of a statute acre of land should 
be deemed to be destitute, and that it should not be lawful for any Board of 
Guardians to grant relief within or out of the workhouse to any such person. 

When the Poor Law Amendment Bill of last Session was introduced, a clause 
was inserted repealing the Quarter Acre section absolutely, but in the progress of 
the Bill through Parliament the clause was modified, and"' although the section in 
question has been repealed by the 2nd section of 25 & 26 Viet. c. 83, a proviso 
has been added to the effect that persons occupying more than a quarter of an 
acre of land shall not be relieved by the Board of Guardians otherwise than in 
the workhouse. The guardians cannot, therefore, give out-door relief to persons 
occupying more than a quarter of an acre of land, even though they may fall 
within one of the three classes above-mentioned as those in which out-door 
relief may be given if the guardians think fit; but the provisional powers of the 
relieving officers in regard to cases of sudden and urgent necessity are equally 
applicable in eases of persons holding more than a quarter of an acre of land as 
in other cases where sudden and urgent necessity occurs. 

By the 16th section of 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, the guardians were empowered 
to provide relief in the Fever Hospital for “ poor persons ” (as distinguished 
from destitute poor) affected with fever, or other dangerous contagious disease ; 
and this power has, by the 3rd section of the recent Act, been extended, so 
as to enable them to admit into the infirmary of the workhouse “any poor 
persons ” requiring medical or surgical aid in hospital ; and a proviso is 
added to the effect that it shall not be made a condition of admission to the 
workhouse that the person requiring admission shall be accompanied by any 
member of his or her family. 

The effect of the provisions above referred to may be shortly stated as 
follows : — Out-door relief may be given, if the guardians think fit, to destitute 
poor persons permanently disabled from labour; to destitute poor persons 
disabled from labour by reason of severe sickness or serious accident ; and to 
destitute poor widows having two or more legitimate children dependent upon 
them ; provided such persons do not occupy more than a quarter of a statute 
acre of land ; but in the case of any person, even when comprised in any of the 
above classes, holding more than a quarter of an acre of land, relief can only be 
given to the occupier himself in the workhouse or workhouse hospitals ; but on 
the admission of such occupier, being destitute and disabled by sickness, to the 
workhouse, it is considered that, while he is so receiving relief, the guardians can, 
if they see fit, afford out-relief to the family. 

The Commissioners have to observe, in conclusion, that it is the province of 
the guardians assembled at the meeting to which application for relief may be 
made, to decide on the mode of relieving the applicant ; and no resolution, passed 
by a previous meeting of the guardians, which purports to determine the mode 
in which applicants generally, or in which applicants of any particular class shall 
be relieved, has any binding effect on the guardians assembled at any future 
meeting. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

(signed) B. Banks , Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of each Union. 



— No. 4. — 

Duties of Relieving Officers. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 5 December 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
desire to state, for the information of the Board of Guardians, that a case has 
recently occurred in Naas Union in which a poor woman died shortly after her 
admission to the workhouse, and in which, a coroner’s inquest having been held, 
581. C the 
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the jury expressed an opinion that the relieving officer had been guilty of neglect 
of duty in not visiting her and affording relief more promptly than he did. 

On this coming to the knowledge of the Commissioners, they instructed the 
inspector in charge of the union to institute an inquiry on oath into the circum- 
stances of the case ; and the facts elicited at the inquiry are so strongly illustrative 
of the great importance of a strict attention on the part of the relieving officers 
to their duty, as laid down in the General Regulations, of visiting the cases of 
all applicants for relief, and of affording immediate relief in cases of urgent 
necessity, that it has been deemed advisable that the case should be made 
generally known to- Boards of Guardians for the information of their respective 
relieving officers. 

The case referred to was that of one of the unfortunate women who frequent 
the neighbourhood of the Camp on the Curragh of Kildare, residing in what is 
termed a “ Bush,” which is described by one of the witnesses as a space amono- 
the furze protected at the sides by sods and by bushes, but without any rooh 
The poor woman, becoming ill, made her case known to one of the caretakers of 
the Curragh, by whom, after some delay, it was reported to the police, who 
promptly reported it to the relieving officer. This proceeding, it appears, was 
so far, in accordance with a practice which had grown up in the district, by 
which the women on the Curragh, when in need of relief, were in the habit of 
applying to one of the caretakers or to the police, instead of applying direct 
to the relieving officer, the relieving' officer acting upon the information received 
from the caretaker or the constabulary, without making any inquiry himself. 
The conduct of the relieving officer in thus permitting one of the most im- 
portant parts of his duty to be performed by persons not in any degree responsible 
under the Poor Law for the performance of those duties, was highly culpable ; 
and in the present case there was the further, and still greater, culpability of 
omitting to take any effectual steps by which relief would be afforded until a 
period of 36 hours had elapsed from the time when the case came to his know- 
ledge. According to the medical evidence there was reason to suppose that the 
poor woman had been suffering from fever, and that her death was caused by 
prostration of the vital functions from want of necessary care and treatment in 
her illness, and that it was accelerated by wet and exposure to cold. It is there- 
fore probable that, although relief was finally afforded, the delay which occurred 
in affording it may have led to the fatal consequences which ensued, and hence 
the Commissioners felt it to be their duty to dismiss the relieving officer by a 
sealed order. 1 



The Commissioners’ circular letter of the 29th December 1858, in which the 
guardians were requested to furnish information to each constabulary station, in 
order to enable the constabulary to bring pr omptly under the notice of the 
proper party any case of destitution of an urgent character which might come 
under their observation, does not in any way lessen or interfere with the 
responsibility of the relieving officers, the recommendation in that circular being 
intended merely to increase the facility of conveying information possessed by 
the police, as to cases of distress, to the persons responsible for affording relief 
according to the Relief Acts in force and the Regulations of the Commissioners. 

The guardians are aware that the General Regulations of the Commissioners, 
prescribing the duties of union officers, are printed and published separately, and 
may be purchased from the Queen’s printer in Dublin, the supply provided in 
this office, to the extent of upwards of 6,000 copies, being nearly exhausted. 
The Commissioners request that the guardians will take care that the clerk of 
the uuion is never without a sufficient stock to enable him to keep the officers 
of the union, and most especially the relieving officers, supplied with copies for 
their guidance in the performance of their respective duties. 

The Commissioners request that a copy of this circular may be handed to each 
of the relieving officers, for which purpose copies are enclosed. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

(signed) B. Banks, 

lo the Clerk of each Union Chief Clerk. 
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— No. 5. — 

Circular to Boards of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 3 October 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ire- 
land request the attention of the Board of Guardians to the enclosed paper, 
entitled £f Instructions to Relieving Officers on certain Points, of Duty arising 
under the 2nd section of 25 & 26 Viet. c. 83, which prohibits the guardians 
from relieving Persons occupying more than a Quarter of an Acre of Land, 
otherwise than in the Workhouse.” 

In the course of a recent inquiry into the case of a man, 76 years of age, 
suffering under rheumatism and dropsy, who was in occupation of an acre of 
bog-garden, and who died after several months of severe privation * without 
receiving any relief, it was found that misapprehension on some points, existed 
on the part of the guardians and the relieving officer, and interfered to some 
extent with the due administration of relief; and the Commissioners now issue 
the instructions referred to, in order to provide against the occurrence of similar 
misapprehension in like cases in other unions. 

The Guardians will have the goodness to see that each relieving officer is 
furnished with a copy of the instructions referred to, for which purpose a suffi- 
cient number of copies is inclosed. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of each Union. 



Enclosure in No. 5. 

Instructions to Relieving Officers on certain Points of Duty arising under the 2nd 
Section of 25 & 26 Viet. c. 83, which prohibits the Guardians from relieving Persons 
occupying more than a Quarter of an Acre of Land, otherwise than in the "Workhouse. 

It has already been stated in a circular of the Commissioners, dated 15th June 1863, 
that, notwithstanding the enactment above quoted, the provisional powers of the relieving 
officers, in regard to cases of sudden and urgent necessity, are equally applicable in cases 
of persons holding a quarter of an acre of land as in other cases of sudden and urgent 
necessity. 

It is now to be further pointed out that the prohibition of out-door relief m such 
cases applies only to the occupier himself, and that if his wife, or any member of his 
family, falls within any of the classes enumerated in sect. 1 of 10. Viet.. c. 31, as capable 
of receiving out-relief, the guardians can relieve such person either in or out of the 
workhouse. . . , 

It is not now necessary that the occupier of more than a quarter of an acre ot land 
should cease to occupy the land in order to obtain relief. . 

Should an occupier of more than a quarter of an acre apply for relief, the relieving 
officer is bound to submit the application to the Board of Guardians,, as in the case of any 
other applicant, and not to deal with it on his own authority, unless it be a case of sudden 
and urgent necessity, in which he can exercise his provisional power in the first instance, 
and bring the case before the guardians afterwards. 

The words " sudden and urgent necessity,” have been construed in a recent case as 
not admitting the exercise of the provisional power of the relieving officer in cases of 
destitution, which have been of long standing. 

This construction the Commissioners consider to be erroneous. They have, always 
interpreted the words "sudden and urgent necessity” to apply to every description of 
case in which there was a necessity for affording relief promptly and immediately; and 
they believe that this acceptation of the words has been almost universally acted upon. 
The recent occurrence of a case in which the non-exercise of the provisional power was 
accounted for by the fact that the distress had existed in the same degree for a long time 
previously, makes it desirable to caution relieving officers against the erroneous construc- 
tion referred to. Their plain duty is to exercise their power in every case in which it 
may appear to them that a " necessity ” exists for its prompt and immediate exercise. 
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